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There are more than 40 million hunters and anglers in the United States, many here in Mississippi, and I’m proud to count myself among their number. I consider sportsmen as the original conservationists. After all, if our forests, waterways, and marshlands are taken from us, then we can’t enjoy sports that have become a passion for many of us.


As an avid hunter, I like to think that we are responsible for providing habitat for the game we hunt, and for the ecosystems that support game and other wildlife. It is one of the oldest forms of environmental advocacy in North America, owing its existence to men like President Theodore Roosevelt, who in 1902 visited the Mississippi Delta on his famous bear hunt, giving birth to the “Teddy Bear.”


According to the National Shooting Sports Foundation, hunters and anglers currently contribute about $5 million a day from the sale of state hunting and fishing licenses and other activities and contributions to environmental conservation and protection. Hunting and fishing help to foster a relationship to the land that is crucial to future conservation efforts.


While sporting and conservation groups don’t always see eye-to-eye on every issue, they often turn to one another as partners because of a common understanding that healthy ecosystems mean healthy habitats for game animals. Our differing groups come to the table for different reasons and at times with different motivations, but with one important objective – conserving habitat.


It is for this great shared value that sportsmen, conservationists and others interested in environmental preservation should now show a united front in support of the Yazoo Backwater Pump Project. Much has been said and written about this project since its inception many years ago. But as proposed now, this is modern-day flood control, combining structures that will protect the people, homes and businesses of the South Delta while also enhancing the natural environment of the region.


The project will place 55,600 acres of agricultural land under permanent conservation easements. This land currently offers few natural resource values, but when replanted as bottomland hardwood forest – as proposed by the Backwater Pump Project – it will provide additional wildlife habitat, water quality benefits and significant environmental improvements. 


The result will be 19.3 percent increase in wetlands resources in the region, an 11.2 percent increase in terrestrial resources and a 34.5 percent increase in aquatic resources. In addition, this reforestation will improve water quality by reducing sediments. Water quality will be further improved by reducing the duration of flooding on the forestland thus reducing the mercury content in the water.


A reforestation initiative of this size will vastly improve the habitat for all wildlife, fish and waterfowl in the South Delta. It’ll also provide additional habitat for endangered species like the pondberry plant and Teddy’s Roosevelt’s beloved Louisiana black bear.


No project on the scale of the Yazoo Backwater Pump Project is ever perfect, and nothing of this magnitude can be undertaken without some impact on the environment. But this project has been exhaustively reviewed for many years now, with significant improvements being made to the original plan, especially in terms of environmental protection and conservation. 


The net environmental impacts of this project are beneficial, as illustrated in a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement and other detailed reports from technical experts. We’ve waited long enough – it is time to provide flood protection for the people who live and work in the South Delta and for the habitat which is degraded by flooding. I strongly urge my fellow hunters, fishermen and conservationists to support the Yazoo Backwater Pump Project. This should be an issue on which we all can agree.

