Opponents to Yazoo Pump putting out Misinformation

Saturday, December 15, 2007 5:16 PM CST
Editor, Greenwood Commonwealth:
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We are hunters and landowners in the South Delta who have endured 25 years of debate about the need for the Yazoo Backwater pumps. We are writing to you because the pumps are a local Delta issue, and you are part of the local Delta business community, whereas the Jackson Clarion-Ledger is not.

Our hunting clubs have been deeply involved in the proposed compromise that resulted in the current plan being offered by the Mississippi Levee Board and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Is it perfect? No. Is it a compromise which represents change? Yes. This project exhibits contemporary environmental values along with important flood-reduction features.

Why would anyone who is an active hunter and wildlife conservationist be for the pumps? Because there is absolutely nothing about South Delta flooding that enhances wildlife habitat for game or non-game species. Who in the world would think that flooding is good for nesting turkeys or whitetail deer during the spring when animals are most vulnerable to predation and in need of nutrition for their hatch and fawn drop?

Two-hundred-thousand acres of wetlands destruction associated with the project? Not true. And to make such a statement points out that the Clarion-Ledger has not reviewed the project since 1982! Not only does the backwater pump project offset any wetland damages caused by reducing the frequency and duration of South Delta floods, but it also adds 55,000 acres of reforestation, which amounts to a net gain for wetland habitat.
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Will the pumps dry up the South Delta and hurt waterfowl habitat? Nope. The equivalent of 164,000 football fields of surface water will pool in the low-lying areas of the South Delta before the pump is even turned on. Do you think that's enough waterfowl habitat for a duck to make his winter home in the South Delta? We do. Furthermore, backwater flooding usually happens from March through June - way past duck season.

We've also heard that the pump is too big, that it isn't economically justified, and that the people in the South Delta need to "move out of harm's way" instead of asking the government to build a pump.

For those unfamiliar with pumps, you design a pump to the dimensions of the watershed it is proposed to manage. The Corps of Engineers, the federal government and local governmental bodies operate pumps in Greenwood, Belzoni, Yazoo City and 20 other locations within 150 miles of the South Delta proposed pump location. The Yazoo Backwater pump is actually smaller than all of these pumping stations relative to the watershed it is designed to manage.

As for "getting out of harm's way," there is a pile of dirt 300 feet wide and 30 feet high which extends from Memphis to Vicksburg called the Mississippi River levee. If you buy the philosophy that people should not live in harm's way, and you agree that the government should not be in the business of "taking without compensating" private landowners, then it appears that you are an advocate of getting the government checkbook out and writing a check for all of the property, improvements, commercial developments, industrial plants, churches, schools, roads, bridges, cropland and homes throughout the 7,000-square-mile area that is protected by the Mississippi River levees in Mississippi. Now that is a "boondoggle.”
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In conclusion, we are just two hunting buddies who live in two different parts of the state but share a similar interest. Whether you are a bird watcher, a deer hunter, a county road supervisor, a school bus driver, or if you just want to do some nature hiking in the South Delta, there is no way that an additional 3 to 4 feet of water benefits anything during periods of flooding. We share this with you to make certain that the Clarion-Ledger, which has ignored our previous attempts to inform them, knows that your publication and your readers know the truth and are aware of the facts.

Jim Luckett
Dublin
PoLuck Hunting Club

Frank Eakin
Brandon
Greasy Bayou Hunting Club
